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Here is a rare collection of letters written during World
War I by a Russian Mennonite couple separated for three
and a half years by war and revolution. Tina cares for
their three little daughters while living with her parents.
Nicolai serves as a medic on an evacuation hospital train
that carries the wounded from the front to receiving
hospitals. He enters that service willingly, but his
enthusiasm fades when he arrives at the theater of war
and sees its wages: the smell of gunpowder, the roar of the
cannon, the shattered bodies of dying soldiers, the
struggles and suffering of families who are the innocent
victims of this cataclysm. While later serving in Moscow,
he welcomes the abdication of Tsar Nickolas II, and on
May Day, 1917, he joins thousands to celebrate the New
Revolution. Nicolai returns home late 1917 after the
country had declined into civil chaos and the Bolsheviks
have overthrown the Provisional Government.

“I am not aware of any records that portray the Mennonite Red Cross train experience during

WWI as these letters do.”

John B. Toews, Professor Emeritus, Regent College

“This is an important contribution to understanding the impact of the First World War on
Mennonite society viewed through the intimate lens of letters exchanged between a Russian
Mennonite husband and wife, Nicolai and Tina Rempel.”

James Urry, Professor Emeritus, Victoria University of Wellington

Order from:  Mennonite Historical Society of BC
211 - 2825 Clearbrook Road
Abbotsford BC V2T 653

604-853-6177

www.mhsbc.com/sales.html

Price: $20.00 plus $12.00 shipping and handling

U.S. customers, please order at calmenno.org/sale.htm
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